
DISABILITY SERVICES
HJ;^t - '{"t'' lroo-7

ITEM I Commonwealth State/ Territory Disability Agreement (CSTDA) 4 Negotiation

Item 1.1 Policy Positions for CSTDA 4s

Ministers:

l. Reaf,firmed their commitnent to a fourth multilateml Commonwealth State/ Territory
Disability Agreement (CSTDA).

2. Noted progress made on draft clauses for a fowth CSTDA, subject to firther negotiations
to finalise arrangements for:

. a set ofnational priorities as part ofa national ftamework;

. a methodology for unmet need;

. a nationally consistent approach to service quality;

. funding;and

. an outcome-based performance reporting framework.

3. Endorsed continued work to complete the dmft clauses for a fourth CSTDA for
consideration by govemrnents, in line with agreed directions.
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Item 1.2 National Priorities

Ministers endorsed the proposed national framework to underpin a fourth multilateral
Corrlmonwealth State/Territory Disability Agreemert (CSTDA) and the following priorities in a
clause for inclusion in a fourth CSTDA

1. Unmet need;

2. Early intervention;

3. Access for Indigenous people with a disability;

4. Service quality and continuous improvement;

5. Coordination within and between service svstems:

6. Wo*force capacity; and

7. AccountabiliS andtransparency.

Ministers agreed that the priorities agreed above (l - 7) be clearly specified ard include specific
milestones, targets and dates for achievement.
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Item 1.3 A Methodolosr' for Unmet Need

Ministels:

1. Noted the work undedaken under the third Commonwealth State/ Tenitory Disability
Agreement (CSTDA) to identift and develop strategies to respond to increasing demard
for specialist disability services, including the findings of the 2007 Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare repoft- Currcnt and Futute Demandfot Specialist Disabiw Services;

2. Noted the limitations of the cunent methodology for measuring unmet demand for
specialist disability services;

3. Noted that jurisdictions are working with the best available estimates of unmet denand;
ard

4. Approved additional work under a fourth CSTDA in the following arcas to provide
improved estimates ofunmet demand to inform policy and planning:

A. A nationally consistent methodolog)r to define and quantify unmet demand for
specialist disability services;

B. A proposal to increase the sample size of future national disability surveys and to
revise and/or include additional questions to improve its estimates;

C. Improvement ofthe quality and consistency ofjurisdiction-level unmet demand data;
and

D. knprovement of the quality of data reported under the CSTDA national minimum
data set.

5. A$eed that the work identified at 4.{ and 48 above be completed by the end ofNovember
2007 and that firm dates be agreed for delivery of4C and 4D.
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Item 1.4 CSTDA 4 - National Priority Quality

Mnisters noted that the Austalian Govemment has advised that the introduction of air
independent quality assuance system for the firnded services ofall Slates and Territories is one
of its four priority areas under a fouth Cor[nonwealth State/ Territory Disability Agreement.

Ministers agreed tlat an independent third party accrcditation system based on continuous
improvement and recognising the diversity of service t)?es and building on existing
jwisdictional arrangements, be put in place within tle tems of tlle Agreement, with the timeline
being agreed by the end ofNovember 2007.
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