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The Hon Mowis [emma MP 29 SEP x5
Premier of New South Wales R
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My dear Premier

Thank you for your letter of 29 Augnst 2006 regarding the Comruonwealth
State Terzitory Disabiliry Agreement (CSTDA).

The Cormmonwealth Governraeat is comumitted to supportting people with a
disability to participate in all aspects of community [ife. Tn 2006-07 it wiil
provide a total of around S12.8 billion to support people with 2 disability acd
their carers. .

‘The Commonwealth Governrant’s main comumitments are to ncome support
payments, including Disability Support Peosion dnd Carer Payment, and
services that help people with 2 disability find anid retain employment. As vor
may be awvare, the Commonwezlth Government has recently announced
sigmificant additional investmerts to assist ﬁmomu_m with a2 disability to Iive foll
and productive fives and to provide their carers with the supports required o
assist them in this role. These initiatives included:

» the Welfare to Work package announced .F the 2005-06 Budget that
mcluded an extra $394 million over four years to increase access to
services for people with a disability: . .

* measires to encourage clder parents who are carers of sons and
danghters with a disabilicy o put H.Ebwn&nba in place for the fumurs
care and accommodation of their children t a total cost 6£ $230.5
million over four years:

* funding of $122 million over five years frgm | July 2006 to help reduce
the number of younger people with a &w»ﬁﬁ@ living in residential aced
care facilities;

- * funding of $72.5 millien over four years announced in the 2004-05
Budget for respite care for older carers and for young cavers;
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* cxtending the eligibillky criteria for Carer Payment (Child) to carers of
children with severs intellectual, psychiatric or behavioural disabilities
who require supervisior for their safety or the safety of others at a cost
of $55 millien over four years; and

* significant increased funding of $1.9 billion in the Council of Austratizn
Governments” menta| health package for a range of mental health

programmes, including 900 respite care places.

I welcome the Stronger Togetker package and its injection of funding in areas
of acknowledged New South Wales responsibility. Inote also the robust
revenue source the GST kas provided to the states, demonstrated by cach state
including New South Wales receiving more revenue in 2006-07 than they
would have received vnder the old system. I1look forward to working with vou
and the cther Premiers on wavs 10 improve the lives of people with a disabilite,
their families and carers.

Yours sincerely

ohn Howard)



