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Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 5 :fl‘:;“ o
Parliament House L.l Reply by Brnut?h
CANBERRA ACT 2600 e

Dear Minister

ACHON ATEE: 1vvvvsreeere
Output GIP: s

We note with interest, and welcome, the announcements made this morning, 28 Jun
2007, with respect to the Commonwealth Government’s $1.8 billion package over
five years for pcople with disability. We further note that the specialist disability
services portion of this package will largely target older parents of adult children with
disability.

We, all State and Territory Ministers, have similarly been preparing a program of
responses to people with disability — of any age - with a focus on early intervention. In
our correspondence of 7 June 2007, we advised of our intention to write to you again
before the end of June 2007. Please find below, the key elements of our joint
proposal, which would be entirely accommodated within a fourth Commonwealth

State/Territory Disability Agreement (CSTDA).
MULTILATERAL AND BILATERAL FUNDING APPROACHES

We reiterate that your announcement of additional supported accommodation and
respite fimding to assist older parent carers is welcomed. However, we consider that a

fourth CSTDA must include a strategic approach to investment that considers existing
demand, demographic trends and factors that impact on the costs maintaining effort
across all service types.

For a fourth CSTDA, State and Territory Governments thercfore propose that the
multilateral Aprcement includes additional growth funding of $3.4 billion over the lifc
of the Agreement. These funds would build on the total national CSTDA expenditure
for 2006-07 and form part of a new CSTDA base. We propose that the dollar-for-
dollar matching arrangements that you previously offered for new C5TDA funds
should be applied to this effort. Under this arrangement the total additional Australian
Government effort within the new CSTDA Multilateral Agreement is estimated to be
$1.7 billion, inclusive of indexation. Jurisdictions with capacity to contribute funding
to further address unmet demand for specialist disability services, could negotiate
bilaterally with the Commonwealth Government

Ministers consider that this level of investment, of $3.4 Billion of additional growth
funding and $ for $ matching for specialist disability services over the life of the
agreement, is essential to ensure that unmet demand for people of all ages with
disability, does not continue to escalate, and that the viability of existing services 1s
maintained. Significantly, it affords all jurisdictions the ability to make inroads to
respond to individuals and families early on in their lives and/or changing
circumstances. Such an early intervention focus will provide much needed relief to
many people with disabilities and their families and carers, and will effectively result
in more targeted funding approaches.
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